Decenber 3, 1956

Beuar Roger:

frank you for your ls tter of Nov. 29. I am glad to aes you and Quany
are moving zhead. Tho treatise will £i11 a desply fzlt need, and noone slse
could do a petter job of it. I do hope your participation will be more than
supsrvisory. All success!

Roger- I'd like very much to renew z collsboration with you in this or
any other area, but I am afraid it will be impossible Beceuse of impossible
conflicts in . 1.) Bether and I will be travelling for five months next
year on several trips. I don't ses Jow I'm going to finish what I already
buve to do. [We hope to see you about June 1 if you're in Berkeley them].
I've bad to decline or postpone several other engagements that would have
been very attractive othervise. 2). My ‘creative' energles are being ex-
hausted right now by a review or monogreph on bacterisl ination, roughly
equivalent to your chpptsrs 5-~9:; this is already keeplng out of the ladb
in a way that distresses ay ccnsclence znd inclination mkwmxdy, and will take
the naxt oouple of months to finish. 3) If any time or energy is left over,
I owe it to Cavalll and the book we're supposed to be writing. In these circum-
stances it would not only be fcolhardy to take on another assignment, but
I just couldn't deliver on any promises I did make.

As t chapter 8, I would have recommended Dr. Bradley to you in any case.
He will do a workmunlike job of it.

I agree that a chapter 9 is absolutely esseatinl, as your monograpfers
are bound to go off in their specizl directlons, unless you can get them
to correlate their mss. It would not be any easy job tc do independently
of the others. If you don't find another solution, or someone within or
beyond your present lineup to do it, the only expedient I could suggest
might be a verbatim incorporation of ay own review. I a2 not sure it is
suitably organised for this purposs, as there would be ccasiderabls over-
lap nith the other chapters; in addition, I have not settled all the plans
for its publieation, and there might be a ecmercial conflict. However, if
these cbstacles dmomk scer ¥m less formldzble a couple of moaths froa now,
and you have not made a more satisfactory arr ment, may I contact you
furthsr on the feasibility of lifting some sections and transposing thea
es Chap. 9. Don't let this rather far-fetched suggestion forestall your omm
secondary plans.

To change the subject, no, Pardes has not written to me, and I would be
interested to hear what he has to say. Rowsver, I did run into Park, and
he has an ms. in press (Scisnoce) on the identification of D-alanine and
the new amino-sugar (Strangs's carboxysthyl glucosamine) both in the UDP-
conjugates anl in the oell walls. Penicillin doesn't have to inhibit the
polymerase, and the UDP-conjugates may be a relic of the synthesis of the
monomers, rather than direct intermsdiates in the polymerisation: we'~
know this for sure when the wall-bullding enzyms is isclated ~



ses how to get around this kind of effect of penicillin, direct or indirect.
(Has Bernie Davis told you how E. coll diamino-pimelicless forms protoplasts?)

see how to get around & wall-farmation effect of penieillin, direct or
ok, W owing u th L-oglonies of marked
tmmwgﬁ)m.ﬁ%%% feforey of
) -defective mutants which we hope to tie in with some immunogenetic
work as a sort of blochemical genetics of walls, However, the protoplakts
and l-colonies have bsen quite disappointing so far in regard to any new

genetic interactions between strains or with DNA. But Sol has some hot stuff
on RNA effects! What about your work with protoplasts?
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